www.freshwaterbiodiversity.eu

Vienna, 4th April 2011

Dear All,
As the coordinators of the project
“Distribution Atlas of European Trichoptera (DAET)”
we are pleased to inform you that the BioFresh consortium has accepted our application and is
willing to finance part of this work and we are grateful for additional financial support from the
University of Duisburg-Essen, that Professor Daniel Hering assured us.
For you as a contributor this means that we can offer you a small honorarium for your work to
compile the data in the format we need.
We thank all of you who have already indicated the willingness to support the project by providing
data. This email should now explain once again the aims of this project and inform you about the
terms and conditions as well as about the further procedure of data collection.

What BioFresh wants and expects from us
Aim oft he BioFresh project is to collect freshwater biodiversity data of the whole world to evaluate
status, trends, pressures and conservation priorities. All available data will be summarised in a data
portal, which can be queried by every interested party (see below). Within our DAET project we want
to contribute to this overall target and collect as many Trichoptera distribution data from Europe as
possible. The BioFresh consortium expects us – in the first instance – to focus on areas that are not
already or only marginally covered by GBIF (http://data.gbif.org/species/13141222/?extent=31%2B35%2B49%2B75&zoom=3&minMapLong=31&minMapLat=35&maxMapLong=49&maxMapLat=75&c[0].s=20&c[0].p=0&c[0].o=13141222).

What BioFresh does with the data
Generally the data collected during the DAET project will be used for scientific analysis within
BioFresh regarding aspects of contemporary patterns in Trichoptera biodiversity, climate change and
other stressor scenarios. The BioFresh consortium has agreed that the DAET data should only be

available for BioFresh scientists AND – of course – DAET data providers (but not for the public) for at
least the first year of their existence. This gives you the opportunity to publish your still unpublished
records during this timespan. Once this year is over the data will appear on the BioFresh data portal
(and as a consequence also on the GBIF portal). To give you a feeling how this will look like, please try
the following steps:
Visit http://data.freshwaterbiodiversity.eu/
Enter for example “Perla marginata” in the “Occurrence Search” field (as no Trichoptera data
are available up to now) and then press “Search”.
As a result you will see a distribution map of this stonefly as well as a table with all single
occurrences.
By pressing on the table’s headlines you can sort the entries in the table.
If you choose any of these entries and click on the link provided, you will get detailed
information of this record including “Provider” and “Resource”. These two lines will be used
to make the DAET data visible as such.
As the current records origin from GBIF, you can then further press on “Key” and once you
have agreed to the GBIF terms you will get detailed information on the collecting person, etc.
For the DAET data we will here display any additional information on the record.

Why we need more information than only species names
The template that we will send, will contain a Trichoptera species list (based on Graf et al. 2006* and
newly described species since then) and additional parameters that we need for the DAET, for
example coordinates, altitude, stage or information on who collected and identified the species. This
additional information is classified into two categories: mandatory and optional.
Coordinate data will be requested in WGS84 format, but could also be submitted in another format,
as long as it is the same throughout your whole dataset. Please contact the coordination team in this
respect.
For reasons of quality control and replicability of the data only adult data together with the
information on sexes will be further considered and included into the DAET.
We are very well aware that filling all these fields accurately might cause a lot of work, but we do
think that this information is necessary to get a reliable result. This data collection for example also
gives us the opportunity to set up an IUCN Red List for Trichoptera. During our daily routine work
many of us have already desired that a highly accepted IUCN Red List would also be available for
“our” taxagroup (not only for Odonata and molluscs…), facilitating our work with authorities and
contracting entities considerably. Now we have the unique chance to take over control and we think
that we should absolutely go for it, even if it means that we have to put more efforts in the data
collection now.
Especially the information on threats at a certain place and the habitat where the species was found
are invaluable prerequisites for the red list assessment process (for further information see:
http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/assessment-process). We highly appreciate your
efforts in that respect!

* Graf, W., Murphy, J., Dahl, J., Zamora-Muñoz, C. & López-Rodríguez, M.J. (2008): Distribution and Ecological
Preferences of European Freshwater Organisms. Volume 1 - Trichoptera. Edited by Schmidt-Kloiber, A. & D. Hering.
Pensoft Publishers (Sofia-Moscow). 388pp.

Terms and conditions
If you are going to contribute data to the DAET project, then you have to be aware that all the data
will be publically available (see above). That means, data submitted to us will in a first instance
appear on the BioFresh portal and in a second step also on the GBIF website.
The honorarium we will offer will be based on the final total number of datasets that we receive and
will be divided into groups of submitted records corresponding to our requirements. Please note that
– as the coordination effort of this project is already very high – we can only accept, include and
reimburse such datasets that fulfil our targets, i.e.
only adult data (with exceptions of regions where we might have too few data in the end)
only data filled in the template distributed by us using the included species list (this implies
also the file format: only Excel, Access and dbf-files will be accepted)
only data for which all mandatory information is available
Further exceptions may be allowed on a case by case decision for e.g. historical or other critical data.
Please contact the coordination team if you wish to submit a “special dataset”.

Steps of data collection
1. We will send you a data provider agreement that you should please sign and send back to us.
2. We will send you an Excel template including a species list and the information that we want
to collect.
3. We expect your filled Excel file not later than by the end of September 2011 (but we may
send around reminders before that deadline).
Please send your data per email or on CD to Peter Neu, he will merge them into one single database.
You should name your files as follows:
Your name_state or region_actual datum.extension
(e. g. muellerp_germany_11032011.xls

or

smithg_europe_04042011.dbf)

The data then will undergo a quality control and reliability check. In some cases it might be necessary
that we come back to you for clarifications.
In a next step the database will be submitted to ZOBODAT (http://www.zobodat.at/), which will
serve as the interface to the BioFresh portal. If you are interested in getting a login for ZOBODAT to
view your own records later on, please contact Michael.

Once we have finished all these steps, we can think of publishing the Distribution Atlas of European
Trichoptera as a book and/or individual website, but this will also depend on the “completeness”
that we reach. We will distribute any further information about this issue in the course of the next
months.

Visibility of our work
We plan to document the work on the DAET as a part of the BioFresh website. As soon as this page is
available we will send you the according link.

Final remarks
We are sorry if any of this information sounds unkind or unfriendly, but as the number of
contributors is already very high and the datasets already received are very heterogeneous we have
to be very strict with our requirements.
Dear all, once again thank you for joining this consortium and for your help and time on the way to a
European Distribution Atlas of caddisflies. Please, if anything written here or elsewhere regarding the
conditions or the data collection procedure (e.g. the definitions in the template) is unclear, do not
hesitate to contact us immediately. We will then try to sort out and clarify this issue.
Please also let us know if you want to withdraw from your previous decision to contribute to the
project. We would regret this very much but would of course be interested in the reason behind.

Kind regards
Astrid Schmidt-Kloiber (astrid.schmidt-kloiber@boku.ac.at)
Peter J. Neu (peter.neu@trichoptera-rp.de)
Michael Malicky (m.malicky@landesmuseum.at)
Wolfram Graf (wolfram.graf@boku.ac.at)

